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Training of pastors and
leaders to apply Natural
Church Development

he AVI’s ministry focus is based in
training and coaching pastors and
leaders, who then take this knowledge
back to their congregations through a
process of analysis, reflection, and inner
health, which will allow them to be
instruments of God for the world’s
salvation.

AVI intends to change the traditional
church model, which is inwardly
focused, to rise up a church that looks
beyond its walls, and that is sensitive
to the critical problems that the world
is facing.
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The deepening of transparent friendships between
pastors and AVI’s coaches, and the training which is
focused on specific needs are the basic elements that
produce a real inner change in the church and refocus
its sights.

This process consists of 6 steps:
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uring 2008-2009, pastors and leaders from
around the country continued to show
increased motivation and enthusiasm.  The
testimonies of churches that have been
working with AVI for several years has
caused an inundation of pastors who are
interested in forming part of our training

D
program on Natural Church Development and the
Holistic Mission.

Mere logistics haven’t allowed us to accept all those
who are interested, but that by no means prevented
the number of churches involved in the network from
growing compared to last year’s numbers.  In total we
created 28 networks made up of 198 pastors, each
one with a minimum of three leaders who are
participating in the health and growth process for
their churches.

So as you can see, our work has multiplied, and
because of this we are joyful and are giving glory to
God.  The churches are also growing, and not only in
terms of quality as is represented by the eight
characteristics of a healthy church.  They are also
growing in number considering the fact that 3,528
new believers were baptized into the kingdom of our
Lord and savior, Jesus Christ.
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The number of those who were baptized gives us
great joy, as does the number who gave their lives to
Jesus Christ in the congregations who are working
with AVI.

Over the past year, the churches reported 6,026 new
believers.  And since AVI only reports those who have
continued to faithfully attend church for at least three
months after their conversion, the number who gave
their lives to Christ could actually be larger.

God is at work, and He is present in his church in order
to give her blessing.  What an honor to be part of his
plan.

A Stimulating

Note
The following paragraphs were reprinted
from last March NCD News Letter:

“ We would like to present to you the TOP 10
NCD countries. The ranking is based on the
number of NCD Surveys processed in 2008.
This country ranking never stays the same.
It changes quite a bit from year to year and
amazes us again and again.

Looking at the 2008 ranking of countries, we
are delighted by the fact that all continents
are represented among the TOP 10. This
again shows that NCD is more than a purely
"Western" approach to church health.”

The TOP 10 NCD Countries
in 2008

Country
No. of
NCD

Surveys

USA
Philippines
Canada
Australia (engl)
Dominican Republic
Mexico
Germany
United Kingdom
New Zealand
Indonesia
Republic of South Africa
Sweden

1,551
341
214
193
136
131

83
83
79
52
52
48

SOURCE: Natural Church Development Institute

T
he period that concluded on June 30,
2009 was a very special time for AVI.  They
were 12 months in which our financial
resources were limited, and this caused
these 12 months to be full of challenges,

and opportunities, but
never of crisis.

The wor ld may be in
crisis, but the work that
God is carrying out in
the Dominican Republic
and across  the globe

faces no such crisis.  God provided precisely the
resources that we needed so that we accomplished
what he wanted, and through this we could see
his hand accompanying us and we could see the
blessing that he poured out on our ministry all
along the way.

Almost 200 new pastors joined our training and
coaching program; several thousand people made
thei r  fa i th  decis ion,  whi le  more  than three
thousand people were baptized by our affiliate
churches.  Besides this, hundreds of new ministries
were created and many of these have begun to
make a difference in their communities in various
ways: by their work with underprivileged children;
by taking care of the elderly; by rescuing young
men and women from the violence and drug world;
by church-based family counseling; by repairing
the homes of the poor; or by loaning small amounts
of money to families with few resources so that
they can create their own businesses to earn money
for themselves.

We have received some amazing testimonies from
each of these initiatives that are nothing short of
a display of love for God and love for one’s neighbor
working hand in hand.  This makes us realize that
the kingdom of God is coming to each of these
communities by means of the local church – a local
church that is not only being transformed within
its own walls, but transforming the community that
it belongs to as well.

Despite the fact that we are living in “times of evil,”
there is hope in the Lord, and there is life for those
who love him, follow Him, and join the plans and
purposes that He has for all human beings in all
places.  May God’s blessing be with all those who
have played a part in the accomplishments of this
past period, and may they receive our sincerest
thanks for all that they have contributed – in their
day to day work, in their constant prayers, through
their ideas and input, and through their necessary
financial support.
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